[Pertussis vaccine coverage in postpartum women].
Since July 2006, it has been recommended to give a booster of a pertussis vaccine to women just after delivery, if they have received their last dose more than 10 years before. The aim of this study was to evaluate the pertussis vaccine coverage in a cohort of women just after delivery. All patients (n=31) hospitalized in postpartum unit on the 15th September 2006 were included in the study. They were submitted a questionnaire and medical records available in the department were reviewed. The vaccination coverage was not indicated in any medical records. Only six patients claimed they knew their pertussis vaccination status (less than five years: two patients, between five and 10 years: two patients, more than 10 years: two patients). Two patients had their vaccination booklet. The pertussis vaccine coverage is probably very low. The information about pertussis vaccine status in postpartum women is not available currently because it is not recorded by medical team and is unknown by patients themselves. An effort in educating obstetricians and corrective actions are necessary if we want the recent vaccine schedule to be followed.